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This century has seen a drastic expansion of mobility, including
tourism, migrant labor, immigration, urban sprawl. More and more people
“dwell” with the help of mass transit, automobiles, airplanes. In cities on six
continents foreign populations have come to stay —mixing in but often in
partial, specific fashions. The “exotic” is uncannily close. Conversely, there

seem no distant places left on the planet where the presence of “modern”

products, media, and power cannot be felt. An older topography and

experience of travel is exploded. One no longer leaves home confident of
finding something radically new, another time or space. Difference is
encountered in the adjoining neighborhood, the familiar turns up at the
ends of the earth. This dis-“orientation” is reflected throughout the book.

(THE PREDICAMENT OF CULTURE: TWENTIETH-CENTURY ETHNOLOGY,
LITERATURE, AND ART by James Clifford, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, Copyright ©1988 by the President and Fellows of Harvard
College. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)
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